


SL AVERY

L E S S O N  - : T H E  S L AV E  A U C T I O N



B E H AV I O U R  
E X P E C TAT I O N S
T P S   &
I N D E P E N D E N T  T A S K S

O P E N  B O O K  
C H E C K

GROUND 
RULES



Where did you sleep on a slave ship?

On the floorboards 
right next to other 

slaves
In your own hammock.



RECAP QUIZ: THE MIDDLE PASSAGE



What diseases were you likely to get?

A cold and sore 
throat. Fever and dysentery.



RECAP QUIZ: THE MIDDLE PASSAGE



How were slaves punished? 

Lashes with a whip or 
thrown overboard.

They were made to do 
extra chores. 
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As a male slave what would you have to wear so you 
couldn’t escape? 

Manacles(hands) and 
leg irons 

Rope tied around your 
legs. 
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Why were so many slaves put on a ship? 

Because they wanted 
to make large profits 
by carrying as many 
slaves as possible.

Because the journey 
took a long time
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16th C 17th C 18th C 19th C 20th C 21st C

1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

1808 Slavery 
Trade Act

British Slave 
trade banned

1833 Slavery 
Abolition Act

banned 
slavery  in 

British Empire

1562 first 
slaving 

expedition

1787  
Abolition 

committee 
formed

1791-1804 
Slave rebellion

Haitian 

1831-32 
Jamaica Slave 

revolt

1600s people 
travel to 
America

1672 Royal 
African 

Charter to 
carry slaves



L I :  H O W  W E R E  S L A V E S  
P R E P A R E D  F O R A N D  
S O L D  A T  A U C T I O N ?  



LI How were slaves prepared for and sold at auction? 
 With support suggest 2 ways slaves were prepared for sale.

Use a framework to explain how a slave was sold
 Suggest several ways a slave was prepared for sale.

Use historical sources to simply explain two different types of 
slave auction.

 Describe how a slave was prepared for sale and reasons why. 
Use historical sources to describe in detail two different 
types of slave auction.

 Describe in detail how a slave was prepared for sale and 
reasons why. Evaluate the reliability of  historical sources 
used to analyse  and explain what happened at slave 
auctions.



Nature Origin Purpose
What is the source? Who wrote the source? 

When was it made?

Why had the source been made? 

Who is the intended audience?

Is there the name of an 
individual or organisation? 

Do they hold a view point? 

Is the person in a position to 
be particularly knowledgeable? 

Was the Source produced by 
someone who was there at 
the time, or was it produced 
later?

Was the source produced in a 
context in which the person 
could give their own views? 

adverts persuade

diary daily life and 
events -
personal

cartoons ridicule or 
exaggerate

poster propaganda –
certain view 
point

speeches Contain one 
viewpoint 
(political/ 
religious)

painting can be biased

adverts Sale items/ prices 
from the time

diary eye witness 
accounts

Cartoon show popular view 
of time or joke

Posters Reflect view of time.
Speeches Combines view 

points & facts

Painting Visual eye witness 
representation

Statistics Accurate number 
data 



W H AT  W E R E  
S L AV E S  L I K E  
A F T E R  T H E  
M I D D L E  PA S S AG E ?

“Such a resurrection of skin and 
bones, as... appeared to be risen 
from the grave... walking skeletons 
covered over with a piece of tanned 
leather.”

Arrival in West Indies written by Captain Stedman 



C L I C K  O N  T H E  
P I C T U R E  TO  F I N D  
O U T  M O R E

How were slaves 
prepared for 
auction? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2lwAd0qrWo

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zcrxfg8


HOW WERE 
SLAVES 
PREPARED FOR 
AUCTION?

Why was 
gunpowder, hot tar 
or rust rubbed into 
wounds? 

• Washed with water

• Rubbed with oil

• Gunpowder, hot tar or rust rubbed 
into wounds

• Teeth inspected

• Brutal remedies, e.g. for diarrhoea

As the slave ships approached the Caribbean, it became 
important for captains to present the Africans in the 
best possible condition for prospective buyers.

Scars upon a slave’s back 
were considered 
evidence of a rebellious 
or unruly spirit, and hurt 
sale price.



DRESS

DRESS: 
“In the first place we were required to wash 
thoroughly, and those with beards, to shave. We were 
then furnished with a new suit each, cheap, but clean. 
The men had hat, coat, shirt, pants and shoes; the 
women frocks of calico, and handkerchiefs to bind 
about their heads.”
Solomon Northup, Twelve Years A Slave (Auburn, N.Y.: Derby and Miller, 
1853), 78–82.

Why were 
they dressed 
this way? 



TA S K  1Preparation for auction:
*
*
*
*
They were prepared like this 
because ______________________

Slaves were dressed in _________,
so that ______________________

Explain how the 
slaves were prepared 
for auction. 

Why were they 
prepared like this?

Explain how they 
were dressed and the 
reason why.



TA S K  1Preparation for auction:
* Scrubbed with water to remove a layer of 
skin
* Gunpowder/ hot tar rubbed into wounds
* Rubbed with oil
* Teeth inspected

They were prepared like this because 
buyers would pay more money for healthy 
slaves. They also wanted to hide scars 
which were signs of a rebellious slave.

Slaves were dressed in western clothes 
such as coat, shirt, pants and shoes and the 
women frocks of calico so that they would 
be more attractive to buyers. 

Explain how the 
slaves were prepared 
for auction. 

Why were they 
prepared like this?

Explain how they 
were dressed and the 
reason why.



WHAT 
HAPPENED 
WHEN THE 
SHIP 
ARRIVED? 

‘When we arrived in Barbados (in the 
West Indies) many merchants and 

planters came on board and examined 
us. We were then taken to the 

merchant’s yard, where we were all 
pent up together like sheep in a fold. On 
a signal the buyers rushed forward and 

chose those slaves they liked best’.  
Olaudah Equiano c.1745-1797): The Former Slave, Seaman & Writer
Taken from autobiography depicting the horrors of slavery and lobbied 
Parliament for its abolition.



W H AT  I S  
H A P P E N I N G  I N  T H I S  
P I C T U R E ?

W H AT  D O E S  I T  
T E L L  YO U  A B O U T  A  
S L AV E  A U C T I O N ?  

African American family for sale at a slave auction in Virginia, 1861. 
Wood engraving made after an eye-witness drawing. This illustration 
was published in an illustrated Newspaper at the beginning of the 
US Civil War



TA S K  2
SLAVE AUCTIONS
In the picture you can see a family of 
slaves who _________. Next to them 
is __________________.  Around  the 
room you can see ______________ .

This source is valuable because 
_______________________________.
However is limited as _________ . You 
would need to compare it 
with__________________________.

Explain what happens 
in a slave auction by 
describing what you 
can see in the picture 
source. 

Is it a reliable source? 
(NOPit)



TA S K  2
In the picture you can see you can see a 
family of slaves made to stand high on a 
platform. The woman has a baby in her 
arms. Next to them is a man in a suit 
waving a stick who appears to be leading 
the sale. In the room you can see 13 
wealthy looking buyers  standing around 
them surrounding them

This source is valuable because it could 
be made by an eye witness at the time.
However is limited as it is just one 
auction . You would need to compare it 
with other drawings and accounts of 
slave auctions.

Explain what happens 
in a slave auction by 
describing what you 
can see in the picture 
source. 



INSPECTION
INSPECTION:
“He would make us hold up our heads, walk 
briskly back and forth, while customers would 
feel of our hands and arms and bodies, turn us 
about, ask us what we could do, make us open 
our mouths and show our teeth, precisely as a 
jockey examines a horse which he is about to 
barter for or purchase.”
New Orleans Slave Auction, 1841From Solomon Northup, Twelve Years a 
Slave, Auburn, NY: Derby and Miller, 1853.

How would it have felt 
to be inspected like 
this? 

Slavery, auction of African slaves, Virginia, USA, 
wood engraving, circa 1855,



W H I C H  S L AV E S  
F E T C H E D  A  H I G H E R  
P R I C E  AT  A U C T I O N ?

1700: £44 for a man, £23 for a boy, £16 for a girl 
in Barbados

1700-1704: slaves imported into Barbados vary 
between £23 and £16 a head

1700-1750: slave prices in Virginia £28-£35

1797: “Dick, 25, able field slave, £140” and 
“Castile, 45, cook and washerwoman, £60” 

The total valuation for 54 male and female slaves 
came to £5,100, a sum equal to around £500,000 
today.



WHAT WAS A 
SCRAMBLE 
AUCTION? 

The unsold and frail were often 
sold by scramble auctions, where 
after agreeing a flat rate, 
plantation owners would race to 

grab the best workforce. .

‘Once a signal is given (as the beat 
of a drum) the buyers rushed at 
once into the yard where the slaves 
are confined, and make choice of 
that parcel they like best.
The noise and the 
clamour…increase the 
apprehensiveness of the terrified 
Africans…In this manner, without 
scruple, are relations and friends 
separated, most of them never to 
see each other again’.
Olaudah Equiano c.1745-1797): The Former Slave, Seaman & Writer
Taken from autobiography

What often happened to 
families? 

would race to grab the best workforce. .



TA S K  1
Scramble auction:
A scramble auction sold _________ 
____________slaves. A ___________ price 
was charged for slaves. Following a signal 
buyers would 
___________________________.

A slave would have found a slave auction 
______________________
My evidence for this is when Olaudah 
Equiano states “ __________
______________________________”
This tells me that ________________
_________________________________.

Explain what a scramble 
auction was.

Use PEE (Point, evidence, 
explain) to explain what 
participating in a 
scramble auction would 
have been like.

P E E



TA S K  1
Preparation for auction:
A scramble auction sold unsold and frail 
slaves. A flat price was charged for slaves. 
Following a signal buyers would race to 
grab the best slaves.

A slave would have found a slave auction 
very frightening. My evidence for this is 
when Olaudah Equiano states “The noise and 
the clamour…increase the apprehensiveness 
of the terrified Africans” This tells me that 
weakest of slaves were absolutely 
petrified as buyers treated them like 
animals being bought.

Explain what a scramble 
auction was

Use PEE (Point, evidence, 
explain) to explain what 
participating in a 
scramble auction would 
have been like.

P E E



WHAT 
HAPPEHENED 
ONCE A SLAVE 
HAD BEEN 
BOUGHT?
L O O K  AT  T H E  N A M E S  

Along with sale went 
renaming –

OLADAUH EQUIANO 
WAS RE-NAMED 
GUSTAVUS VASA



WHAT 
HAPPEHENED 
ONCE A SLAVE 
HAD BEEN 
BOUGHT? 

Slaves were also branded with their 
owners initials to show whose 
property they were.  

From Wilberforce Museum, Hull, England



How were scars covered up? 

Scars were filled in 
with hot tar

They were stitched by 
a doctor
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Why were slaves made to look their best?

As it had been a long 
journey.

So a higher price 
would be paid
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What did slaves feel like being inspected

They weren’t sure 
about it.

Like they were an 
animal being sold.



RECAP QUIZ: THE SLAVE AUCTION



What was a scramble auction? 

A sale of unsold or 
frail slaves 

A sale of the youngest 
and strongest slaves. 
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What happened once a slave had been bought? 

Renamed & branded Kept their names and 
taken to new homes. 
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Word Meaning

auction the place where slaves were bought and sold

branded being marked with a branding iron

legal rights rights that a person has according to the laws of a country

scramble auction buyers would literally "scramble" to gather as many 
slaves as they could get hold of.

Solomon 
Northup

a free-born African America who campaigned to get rid of 
the slave trade

Olaudah Equiano c.1745-1797  a former slave, seaman & writer
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